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April 27, 1923 


Lord Robert’s Address 
The reprint of the address of Lord Robert | 


Cecil at the F. P. A. dinner on April 2 will be | 
mailed to members on Wednesday of this week. | 


Please notify the office promptly if you do not ' 


‘ o.4 
receive your copy by Friday at the latest, so | 
that we may check up with the Post Office. | 


Periodj¢al Divisian, 
Library of Congrese, 


Washington. D. C. 


MEXICAN DEADLOCK BREAKING 


HE announcement of Secretary 

Hughes (April 24) that arrange- 
ments had been concluded with President 
Obregon, of Mexico for a joint Mexican- 
American Commission to “hasten the 
reaching of a mutual understanding be- 
tween the two Governments,” is the most 
hopeful step yet recorded towards break- 
ing the deadlock which has blocked all 
progress towards the resumption of diplo- 
matic relations for the last three years. 
The text of the announcement, made 
simultaneously by our State Department 
and the Obregon Government in Mexican 
and American papers, follows: 

“With the view to hasten the reaching of a 
mutual understanding between the governments 
of the United States and Mexico, two American 
Commissioners and two Mexican Commissioners 
will be appointed to meet for the purpose of ex- 
changing impressions and of reporting them to 
their respective authorities. The hospitality of 
Mexico City has been offered to the American 
Commissioners as the city’s guests of honor, and 
the commission will convene there. The names 
of the Commissioners will be announced later.” 

The statement takes on added signifi- 
cance because of the announcement from 
the White House on April 20 that Presi- 
dent Harding considered the situation as 
growing more promising every day and 
that “recognition by the United States of 
the Obregon Government now seems 
nearer than at any other time during his 
administration.” 


There is strong reason to hope that the 
negotiations will have an early and suc- 
cessful outcome. The great difficulty in 
the past has been that our State Depart- 
ment has hitherto insisted that Mexico 
would not be recognized until she had 
formally announced her intention to 
change certain provisions in her Constitu- 
tion, notably Article XXVII, relating to 


= 


oil concessions. This President Obregon 
and the majority of Mexicans have, look- 
ed upon as an affront to ahels national 
honor and dignity, to which Mexico 
would never assent. 


The fact that the Commission will con- 
sist of only four representatives of the 
two countries will tend to simplify and 
hasten the progress of negotiations. 


Judge John Barton Payne, a Demo- 
crat, head of the American Red Cross, 
and Charles B. Warren, ex-Ambassador 
to Japan and a Republican, have been 
named the American commissioners. The 
high standing of the two men may be 
taken as an indication of the earnest de- 
sire of the administration for a successful 
issue, which would justly be rated as one 
of the most important achievements of 
the Harding administration. C. M. 


| SMET PASHA, representing Turkey at 
the second Lausanne Peace Conference 
which opened Monday, has announced 
that the Chester concessions will not be 
discussed and that the Turkish delegates 
have not even brought a copy of the 
agreement with them. In spite of this, 
there is reason to believe that what the 
Turkish delegate has referred to as a 
“business arrangement between the 
Turkish Government and a private Amer- 
ican citizen,” will play a large part in 
the settlement whether the negotiations 
are carried on over the Peace Table or in 
private offices. 

Admira] Chester has announced that 
he will hold his concession against “‘all 
comers,” and that the Turkish Govern- 
ment has promised him full support in 
this policy. 
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HE Irish Free State has applied for 

membership to the League of Nations 
(April 20) through a letter signed by 
Desmond Fitzgerald, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, who requested that the applica- 
tion “be brought without delay to the 
notice of all members of the League.” 

Michael MacWhite, the representative 
of the Irish Free State in Central Europe, 
explained in a newspaper interview that 
the policy of the Irish Government was 
so well known that the admission of Ire- 
land to the League would not in any way 
strengthen the British control of the 
League, for nobody could dream she 
would “play the game of England” or 
humbly follow her lead. “You can be 
sure, all of you, that Ireland will pursue 
an independent policy,” he said. 

It is confidently expected that Ireland’s 
application will be ratified by the As- 
sembly at its next meeting in September. 
Turkey will apply for membership, 
if and when the Peace Treaty is signed at 
Lausanne. 

Egypt “is expected” to apply shortly, 
which would bring the tally up to fifty- 
five nations. 


HE Lansing-Ishii agreement, enter- 

ed into during the war, which pro- 
vided in part that the United States 
should recognize that “Japan has special 
interests in China, particularly in the part 
to which our possessions are contiguous,” 
was formally cancelled by the United 
States and Japan last week. 


Has Pepper Recanted? 


In view of the impression in some quar- 
ters that Senator George W. Pepper has 
“recanted” and is not in favor of Ameri- 
ca’s entry into the existing League of Na- 
tions on any terms, the following letter 
from him to the New York World is of 
interest: 


“The League Covenant as it now stands con- 
tains provisions regarded by a vast majority of 
our people as creating an obligation to use mili- 
tary or economic force in emergencies not yet 
foreseen and also as subjecting the conduct of 
member states to inquiry by the League in ways 
deemed by us to be inconsistent with American 
independence. 

“Tf it is the will of the League to cut out the 
Covenant articles open to the above construction 
the — of amendment can readily be in- 
voked. 

“If it were deemed wise by the United States 
to intimate acceptable amendments it would be 
for the League to determine whether to accept 
or reject the United States upon the terms thus 
proposed. 

“Whether American opinion will go beyond 
the President’s proposal and warrant the sug- 
gestion of amendments by us is something whic 
can be determined only as public discussion pro- 
ceeds. I am more interested in helping to pro- 
mote non-partisan discussion than in advocating, 
at present, any particular course of action.” 


GEORGE WHARTOIN PEPPER. 


Two 


ORD ROBERT CECIL spoke on the 

League of Nations and Disarmament 
at a luncheon-meeting in Cincinnati on 
Tuesday, April 17, under the auspices of 
the local committee of the Foreign Policy 
Association. Members of the local com- 
mittee on arrangements were: Mrs. 
Simon Kuhn, Mr. A. B. Anderson, Mr. Al- 
fred Bettman, Miss Augusta Forker, Mr. 
George Hoadley, The Rev. F. L. Flinch- 
bough, The Rev. Frank Nelson, Colonel 
P. Lincoln Mitchell, Mr. J. J. Rowe, Mr. 
C. Lawson Reed, Mrs. Julian Pollak, Mrs. 
Frank Gorman, Mrs. Samuel Sturm, Pro- 
fessor Guy Tawney. About one thousand 
attended the luncheon and the meeting 
which followed, at the Hotel Sinton. 


Many letters have reached the office 
urging that a large public meeting be 
held in New York for Lord Robert Cecil 
before his departure. We have made 
every effort to do this, but must now an- 
nounce with the greatest regret that it 
has not been possible. It may be 
said that Lord Robert’s schedule was 
planned to meet his original stipulation 
that he would make only five public ad- 
dresses in America. This program has 
been much enlarged and several of his 
speeches have been broadcast, so that 
his “invisible audience” has included 
many thousands. Letters of appreciation 
and inquiry from this radio audience 
have been received from Canada, New 
Orleans, Kansas and the far West, with 
many questions, suggestions and criti- 
cisms, all of which have been submitted 
to Lord Robert, although it has been phy- 
sically impossible for him to reply per- 
sonally to each one. 

Lord Robert sails Saturday, April 28. 
Mr. James G. McDonald will accompany 
him as far as London, and will make an 
extended tour of the European countries 
before his return on August 15. 


Send Us Subscribers! 


The subscription price of the News 
Bulletin will be reduced to 50 cents a 
year, beginning with the current number. 
Subscribers at the old rate will have their 
subscriptions extended for another year, 
and may if they wish, be recorded as fav- 
oring the general aims and policy of the 
F. P. A., by signing a statement to this 
effect, which will be mailed to them soon. 
Full membership in the Association under 
which members receive all pamphlets of 
the Association and contribute to its edu- 
cational work, will stand at $5.00 a year, 
as heretofore. 

An annual meeting of members to dis- 
cuss policies and program, and to elect 
a new National Council for the year be- 
ginning October 1, will be announced 
shortly. Members are hereby invited to 

send in nominations for the Council. 


The Editore assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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